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Abstract  

Corruption is one of the obstacles in the path of economic growth and social justice. It thrives 
when there is absence of public accountability and transparency in governance. Corruption is 
a manifestation of institutional weakness, poor ethical standards etc. Abnormal cash payment, 
abusing decision process or delegated powers in specific cases are indicators of corruption. 
The types of corrupt practices in Nigeria especially in education were discussed. Education is 
generally concerned with effecting our behavioural change that will synchronize with social 
norms for the sake of progress and survival. Mathematics as a subject that can be taught and 
learnt has so many qualities which serve as a weapon to minimize/eradicate corrupt practices. 
Branches of mathematics such as Algebra, Statistics and Probability when properly taught 
and learnt will help in developing habits of effective critical thinking. The paper also 
examined the role of mathematics education in developing the capacity of the children, youths 
and adults at all levels of education to distinguish between right and wrong. Conclusively, 
there can be no economic growth and social justice without mathematics education in 
Nigeria. 

 
 

Corruption is not an easy subject to talk about; its ugly effects are felt across the globe 
contributing to poverty and hampering overall economic development, specifically in developing 
countries like Nigeria. For Nigeria to experience sustainable development, its citizens desire/need 
quality/appropriate mathematics education at all levels of education. The qualities of mathematics 
such as honesty, hardwork, justice, patience, dutifulness, self-confidence, ability to discriminate 
between good and evil etc can only be inculcated into individuals/citizens when taught and learnt in 
school settings. The ability of  mathematics education to  develop in individuals such qualities is 
therefore seen as a weapon against corruption since it is all about dishonesty/fraudulent acts, refusal to 
obey rules and order, just to mention but a few, for self benefit/gain. 
 
What is Corruption? 

Corruption according to Duyne (2011) is defined as an improbity or decay in the decision 
making process in which a decision-maker consent to deviate or demands deviation from the criterion 
which should rule his/her decision making in exchange for a reward or for the promise/expectation of 
a reward. While these motives influencing his/her decision making cannot be part of the justification 
of the decision. On the other hand Ayobami (2011) maintained that corruption is the abuse or misuse 
of power or positive trust for person or group benefit (monetary or otherwise). 

Generally, corruption can be defined as the misuse of entrusted power by heritage, education, 
marriage, elections, appointment or whatever else for private gain. It is a system of numerous 
difficulties within a contemporary society which usually involves more than one party. Corruption can 
occur on different scales:  Corruption that occurs as small favours between small numbers of people 
called petty corruption. Corruption that affects the government on a large scale that is referred to as 
grand corruption and corruption that is so prevalent is that which is part of the everyday structure of 
the society, including corruption as one of the symptoms of organized crime is referred to as 
systematic corruption (en. Wikipedia.org/wiki/corruption) 

Corruption is therefore seen as a manifestation of the following: institutional weakness, poor 
ethical standard, skewed incentives and insufficient enforcement (en. Wikipedia.org/wiki/corruption).  
Yushau (2012) posited that when people talk about corruption they mean public funds siphoned or 
misappropriated by civil servants, contractors, politicians etc. Hardly do they think of the type of 
corruption that destroys the mind of our children and siphones the moral values of our society. That is 
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the monumental corruption that takes place in our educational sector. He pointed out that this type of 
corruption is more dangerous and causes serious threat to the future of Nigeria because educational 
institutions in any country are the industries in which future leaders, thinkers, politicians, teachers and 
workers in every field of life are produced. Oye (2013) maintained that education is the cornerstone of 
a vibrant nation and involves the populace. Corruption within the education sector therefore should 
not be allowed to flourish. 
 
Corruption in Education Sector 
These are corrupt practices in educational sector. Corruption, especially from secondary school to 
tertiary/universities levels is very pervasive. In affirmation, Obikeze (2003) posited that Examination 
Malpractice is a form of corruption that has crept into the fabric of all levels of the education system 
in Nigeria. According to Kurumeh (2011) Examination Malpractice is a deliberate wrong doing 
contrary to official examination rules designed to place a candidate at an unfair advantage or 
disadvantage. It can also be seen as an illegal act committed by a student single handedly or in 
collaboration with others like fellow students, parents, teachers, supervisors, invigilators and anybody 
or group of people before, during or after examination, in order to obtain underserved marks or 
grades. 

Ayobami (2011) maintained that corruption in education includes corrupt practices by parents 
of students. Most parents use unorthodox means to influence their children’s/ward’s admission in 
unity schools. A high JAMB scores is critical for admission into universities in Nigeria and this has 
led to cheating by students, parents and JAMB officials for students to obtain a maximum of 300 
scores while they do not merit it by paying and collecting a huge sum of  money respectively. (ii) 
Corrupt practices by teachers/lecturers, some students resort to finding ways of purchasing a high and 
unmerited mark from their teachers/lecturers in order to enhance their grades in their final 
examination. The terminal secondary school examination WAEC/NECO are  set to measure students’ 
academic achievement at that decisive time of their life but students instead use all  kinds of means 
possible to get good results in these examination as they say, the end justifies the means. Without fear 
of contradiction, one can say that most of the results of WAEC/NECO of most of the students these 
days are not a reflection of the students’ intellectual capacity. 

Impersonation is another corrupt practice in education. Students write examination for their 
mates who are absent in school or a candidate registers an examination and in turn looks for another 
to write for him or her. Students pay money to the typist or anyone who has access to examination 
question papers to have them before the exact day which the paper is to be written while some get 
those questions through their careless relations. 

Nonchalant attitudes of some teachers/lecturers towards attending their lessons/ lectures is 
also  a corrupt practice since they are not committed and dedicated in doing what they pledged. 
Teachers, parents, examiners, supervisors and school principals contribute directly and knowingly to 
examination malpractice. Some principals organize Public Relation (PR) for the supervisors so that 
they will allow teachers and students carryout examination malpractice peacefully without fear. They 
do so such that the performance of their schools is high. The good result gives some good image of 
the schools in terms of students’ enrolment especially in private schools. Promotion of principals 
especially in government owned schools depend in a way on the performance of the schools in these 
examinations. All these behaviours are observed, imitated and will certainly be practiced by the 
younger generation. Where then, is our hope to have a sustainable development in Nigeria? 
 
Effect of Corruption on Educational Sector in Nigeria 

People outside Nigeria see the Nigerian educational sector as very poor and it is rated very 
low. Corruption defeats the purpose of education having a universal and open system based on merit 
and not money. In corrupt educational system students do not acquire the skills and knowledge that 
will contribute meaningfully to their country’s economy and security, they learn from young age to 
value corruption and accepting it as a norm for the society (Torulagha 2010). 
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Furthermore, Alaibe (2012) stated that corruption in education is particularly damaging because it 
endangers a countries social, economic and political future. It is more detrimental than corruption in 
other sectors because of its long term effects. Corruption threatens equal access, quantity and quality 
of education. Its consequences are particular harsh to the poor who without access to education or 
with no alternative but low quality education have little chance to escape poverty. 

Corruption is incompatible with one of the major aims of education producing citizens that 
respect the law and human rights. If children come to believe that personal effort and merit do not 
count but rather success comes through manipulation, favouritism and bribery, then the very 
foundations of society are shaken. Corruption is a major hindrance to achieving the second 
millennium development goal of comprehensive primary school education for all the world’s children 
by 2015 (Aliabe, 2012). Similarly, Edukughol (2009) reported that the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) gave insight into how corruption in the nations’ educational sector had 
weaken the sector leading to low efficiency, wastage and miss-appropriation of resources, low quality 
services delivery etc. 
 
Mathematics and Mathematics Education 

Mathematics is a divine discipline such that some love it, some fear it, some study it, while 
others worship it. According Goober (2011) Mathematics is a school subject whose foundation 
actually begins at home when children are growing up. It deals with numbers of concepts and it is a 
good medium of communication making it easier for people who speak different languages to 
communicate easily. Soyemi (2003) posited that mathematics is the science of structure, order, 
numbers, space and quantity. It is a relationship which revolves around the elementary practice of 
counting, measuring and describing of shapes and objects. It is a way of life and an all embracing 
body of knowledge that opens the mind to logical reasoning, analytical thinking and the ability to 
make abstract objects look real or concrete.  That is mathematics ignites or challenges one to develop 
attributes for creative thinking, deep focussing and clarity of thoughts. On the other hand, Abakpa and 
Iji (2011) posited that mathematics is an intellectually stimulating subject that affects every facet of 
human activity such as economy, politics, science and technology. 

Education is concerned with effecting changes in people behaviours that will synchronize 
with the social norms for the sake of progress and survival (Odili, 2006). Mathematics education is 
the process of transmitting mathematical knowledge and skills which is put into practice through 
teaching and learning processes (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/mathematics-e...). Similarly Ernest (2010) 
posited that mathematics education is understood in simplest and most concrete sense to concern with 
the activity or practice of teaching and learning of mathematics. 

Mathematics is central to our understanding of the world in which we live, to our control of 
environment and the organization of our society. It underpins science, technology, medicine, 
economic and government. Mathematics is central to our world because it is a language we speak 
when asked to explain it. (www. Math.ox.ac.uk/../ what –mathematics). Mathematics education will 
therefore serve as a weapon against corruption if proper attention is given to it by the teachers, 
parents, pupils/ students and government at the primary and secondary school levels respectively. This 
is because pupils/students’ at this stage can easily be nurtured and transformed to form good 
habit/character for a better tomorrow. 
 
Objectives of Mathematics Education for Primary and Secondary School Level 
Objectives of Primary Mathematics: 
i.  To get the right knowledge of mathematics appropriate to their cognitive level 
ii. To get the right application of mathematics to life use at this level and in time to come 
(Obodo, 2004) 
 
 
 
Objectives of secondary school mathematics education, is to: 
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i. Raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the view and feeling of 
others, respect the dignity of labour and appreciate these values specified under our broad national 
aims and live as good citizen. 
ii. Inspire its students with a desire for achievement and self-improvement both at school and in 
later life. 
iii. Develop habits of effective critical thinking this means developing logical reasoning both 
inductively and deductively. 
iv.  Develop the ability to differentiate between relevant judgements through discrimination of 
values. 
v. Develop intellectual independence and aesthetic appreciation and expression. 
vi. Develop the ability to communicate thought through symbolic expression (Obodo, 2004). 
vii. To develop in the child desirable habits and attitudes like habits of hardworking, self-reliance, 
concentration and discovery (Gauri, 2012). The above stated intentions and plans of mathematics 
education in themselves are against corrupt practices. 
 
Mathematics Education as a Weapon against Corruption 

A Weapon is simply an instrument of attack or defence in combat as gun, missile or sword or 
a means used to defend against or defeat another.(www. thefreedictionary.com/weapon). Mathematics 
education can therefore be used as an educational instrument/tool to fight/defeat corrupt practices in 
educational sector and any other sector of the world. Mathematics as a subject of discipline requires 
that students should have four basic steps in the process of solving problems. Ability to think, Ability 
to reason, Ability to exercise patience and ability to continuously work because practice makes perfect 
(Soyemi, 2003) on the other hand corruption does not encourage the use of due process and hard work 
as stated in the benefits obtained from teaching and learning mathematics. Corruption is all about 
study life made easy and short cut approaches or miracle in ensuring good grade/results without 
hardwork. 

Knowledge of the characteristics, uniqueness and features of mathematics as well as 
competence in the use of its application tools and laws are essential requirements to fight against 
corruption. Sidhu (2006) posited that mathematics is a way to settle in the mind a habit of reasoning, 
it trains or disciplines the mind due to its very nature of exactness and truthfulness. Reasoning in 
mathematics possesses some characteristics such as simplicity, accuracy, certainty of results, 
originality, similarity to the reasoning of life, verification of results, power not knowledge and 
application of knowledge which trains the mind of the learner if properly emphasized and streamlined 
will certainly develop the corresponding habit in the learner. This habit of reasoning mathematically 
serves as a weapon against corruption. 

Mathematics education helps to create a social order in the society by regulating the 
functioning of the society in many ways such as justice, fairplay healthy competition, symmetry, 
harmony etc, can only be described clearly in mathematical terms. That is why mathematics education 
is a weapon against corruption which is full of injustice and unfairplay etc (Sidhu, 2006). 
Mathematics education helps in moral development and character formation, it develops proper moral 
attitudes as there is no place for prejudiced feeling, biased outlook, doubts and half truth, 
discrimination, mal-distribution of resources, unreasonableness and irrationality in the learning of the 
subject. It is one of the subjects which help in objective analysis, correct reasoning valid conclusion 
and impartial judgement. 

Mathematics education demands hardwork from teachers and learners, hardworking citizens 
are very much needed in any developing society as against lazy ones who turn out to make their 
grades through corrupt practices. Hardworking students do not think of cheating in examination 
because through hardwork such students have confidence that they will make it. Mathematics 
education develops a habit of concentration which can only be acquired through persistent practice. 
Every problem of life demands concentration, mathematics cannot be learnt without whole–hearted 
concentration. A disturbed attention can take him/her nowhere. Learners who concentrate are likely to 
be successful students throughout their careers thereby, reducing the level of corruption in education. 
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Living economically is a precondition for a happy life. Economy is the matter of money is not 
enough. Human beings have to be economical in every single act of life; it is through mathematics 
education that this spirit of economy can be inculcated and developed in terms of time, speech and 
thought. Economical living can thus bring about sustainable development in Nigeria as it has no time 
to waste on illegal issues but those that are straight to point. The teaching and learning of the various 
branches of mathematics viz: number and numeration (Arithmetic), Algebra, Geometry, Mensuration, 
Trigonometry, Statistics and probability can systematically inculcate and develop in, individuals 
qualities of mathematics which stand against corruption. The aims and objectives of teaching and 
learning in each branch of mathematics depict mathematics education as a weapon against corruption. 

The teaching and learning approaches/strategies that will make mathematics education a 
realistic weapon against corruption and thereby bring about sustainable development are simply the 
innovative approaches/strategies such as constructivist, cooperative learning, problem solving, 
questioning, ethno-mathematics, Rebranding of mathematics, problem based learning etc. The 
positive attitude of the teachers, parents, stakeholders and government at any level, towards 
mathematics education in our country will bring about sustainable development if they play their 
respective roles in ensuring a good mathematics education. 
 
Conclusion 

Mathematics education is indeed a weapon against corruption because of its power to 
inculcate positive norms and values in individuals. Remember a tree cannot make a forest therefore; 
all hands must be on desk to fight corruption right from our homes as mathematics education starts 
right from parents and neighbours. Observation of rules and belief in a systematic organization and 
management are indirectly inculcated through the teaching and learning of mathematics. 
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